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Her children were William, James, Robert, John, 
CYI'IlS, and Nancy. Nancy became Mrs Benjamin 
Tallman and lives in Illinois. 

M.lrgaret Warwick was married to John Hull, un 
Jacksons River. Her children were William Hull, 
who was one of the California fOl·tY-lIillers, and hsj,l 
not been heard of since; Robert, Andrew, Nora, Nan
cy Jane, who bechme the wife of Colonel Peter H. 
Killcaid, in CI'abbottom; Margaret, who is now Mrs 
Christopher WallacE:', of Williamsville; Irene Esther, 
the first wife of James Fleisher, of Meadow Dale. 

This relationship has furnished our citizenship with 
good citizens, brave soldiers, industrious tillers of the 
soil, and gOf)d homekeepers, and deserves honorable 
menti,on in the short and simple annals of our own 
Pocahontas people. 

JAMES CALLISON. 
The Callisons of Locust have a claim for special 

recognition in our biographical sketches as one of th.e 
oldest families of southern Pocahontas. Members of 

. tLat relationship have done a great deal in developing 
their section, and have shown what can be done with 
our soil in our climate by well applied energy and in
dustry. The progenitor of this relationship, so far as 
it is traceable, was Ja;nes Callison, Senior. This per-
80n and his wife Elizabeth were natives of Ireland, 
but, as the name indicates, were of English origin. 
No doubt the Callisons we.re among the families that 
King James the First encouraged to settle in the north 
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of Ireland. 
Late in the eighteenth century it appears that 

James Callison went from Greenbrier County to 
Granger County, Tennessee, and made a permanent 
settlement and reared his family. The sons of James 
Callison the imigrant and Elizabeth his wife were 
J ames, Anthony. Isaac, Jesse, Samuel, and Elisha. 
Their daughters were Rebecca, Abigail, Mary, Nancy, 
and Ruth. In reference to the whereabouts of most 
of thAlle sons and daughters but little has come to OUl' 

notice. 
Isaac Callison settled ill the Meadows of southwest 

Greenbrier, whel'e some of his descendants now live. 
Colonel Elisha Callison, another son of the emigrant 

and pioneer, married Margaret Bright, daughtm' of 
David Bright, of Greenbrim', and lived 011 the noted 
Callison homestead near Lewisburg: 

About 1782, James Callison, another son of the 
pioneer emigrant, came from Tennessee to Locust, now 
lower Pocahontas, and settled on a tract of 164 acres, 
preernpted some years previously by his father. Soon 
aftel' locating on TrullJp Run, Mr Cal1isof:! took a great 
fancy to Miss Susan Edmiston, the charming daughter 
of James Edmiston, Senior, who was then living on 
the farm now owned by George Callison, a grandson 
of the lovely woman just referred to. James Callison 
and Susan Edmiston his wife were the parents of five 
sons and two dau~hters, concel'lling whom we are able 
to give the following pa. ticulars: 

William Callison married Hannah Ray. and settled 
ill Nicholas County. 
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Isaac Callison lIlarri~d Nancy Jordan, lived awhile 
in Nicholas County, and afterwards returned to Poca
houtas. 

JauwK Callil!on married Rebecca Gillilan,' daughter 
of John Gillilan, and settled in Mil!sotlri. 

J oKiah Callison married Nancy Hill. They I!pent 
their days at the old homestead, aud were the happy 
parentI! of five sons and three ~aughterl!. We give the 
following particulars in reference to their family: 

James Callison married Ellen Alkire, of Lewis 
County, and settled in Greenbrier, where he died in 
1885. His widow and two children now 'live in the 
State of Kausas. 

Thomas F. Callison has been married twice. Hi!! 
fil'st wife was Minta Myles, of Gl'eenbrier County, and 
his second marriage was with Jane Myles, a cousin, 
and he now lives near Locust, 

Willialll Callison, recently deceased, married Fan
nie Whiting, daughter of Ebenezer Whiting, ou the 
summit of Droop Mountain, and lived on Locust creek 
a mile or so from its sul11'ce. Locust Creek springs 
from the base of Droop Mountain a full sized creek, 
receiving but little volume from visible tributaries 011 

its course to the Greenbrier, 
George Callisoo's wife was Miss .Mandie McNeel, 

and his residence is at Hillsboro, on the place occu
pied so long by the late Colonel John HilL 

Richard Callison married Fannie Beard, 'daughter of 
Charles W, Beard, near Hillsboro, aud he lives on the 
old Trump Run homestead, near Locust, 

All of these sons are among the more prosperous 
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citizens of lower Pocahontas. They H.re devoted to 
farming and raising live stock, thus contributing very 
much to the substantial prusperity of our county. 

Mal·tha Callison, daughter of Jos'iah Callison, was 
married to James K. Bright. 

Mary Callison was married to Lorenza Reger, alld 
their.I'esidence is in Roane Comity. 

Jemima Callison became Mrs Jesse Bright, near 
Frankford, in Greenbrier. She died ill 1886~ 

The other bl'anch of the Callison relatiollship in our 
county is represented by the descendants of Anthony 
Callison, a son of James Callison, the imigrant from 
Ireland. Anthony Callison was reared in Tennessee, 
and soon aftel' coming to Virginia he lost his heart in 
Greenbrier County, and he and Abigail McClung were 
marl'ied and settled on lands adjoining the p088es~ions 
of his brother James. These persons were the parents 
of six sons and four daughters. 

Abram Callison married Frankie Blair, from North 
Carolina, a sistel' of the late Major William Blair near 
Hillsboro, and after living a few years in Pocahontas 
went to N Oloth Carolina. 

Joseph Callison married Elizabeth Bright, of G reen
brier. 

Isaac Callison married Huldah Hickman, in Bath 
County, and movod to Indiana. 

Anthony Callison, Junior, was married to llal'tha 
Hill, and settled in Indiana. 

Israel Callison married Mary Bright, sister of J os
eph's wife, lived many years OIl the old homesteadt 

and finally moved to Illinois. 
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Elisha Callison located in tha Meadows of west 
Ur~tmbrier. 

Margaret ('allison, daught~r of Anthony and Abi
gail ('allison, became Mrs William Burnsides and went I 

to Indiana to seek a home. . . 
Elizabeth ('allison married Jonathan Jordan, and 

they lived on Cooks Dr.y Run, the place lately occupied 
by Peter Clark, d(lcease~. It was here she died. Her 
twin sons, John and Anthony, also died. 

Abigail Callison became the wife of James Gay, and 
they settled in Indiana. 

Julia Callison, the youngest daughter, married when 
she was just past fifteen the late C(.lonel Woods Poage. 
The writer will ever cherish the memory of Mrs Julia 
Poage as one of the kindest friends of his boyhood. 

The writer has thus far been ~nabled to Dlake a bri(lf 
contribution to the history of the Callison relationship, 
which deserves an important place in the annals of our 
county. It makes him feel sad to think that· the- kind 
friend (Mrs Nancy Callison) who so patiently furnish
ed him the infOl'mation, without which this paper could 
not have been written, is not here to receive the thanks 
that are so justly due her. It looks now like it was a 
special providence that pel'mitted us to meet at the 
time when we did, and is so regardl'd by the compiler. 
Her bright and pleasant way of recalling the reminis
cences of friends and acquaintances was something like 
which one can not expect to witness very often now, 
as so few are left to rehearse the story of that past 
which was once a living pr~sent to them. 

These people whose lives make up the past, whose 
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llistory so few survive to repeat, sowed in tears, in 
privations, and hardships what we who now live are 
reaping in a joyful harvest. What they SO\\ ed in tears 
we the living may reap with grateful joy, if we have 
propel' appl'eciation of what they did and suffet'ed in 
their day and genel'ation. Let us 110t forget that the 
frugality. illd ustry, and cal'eful attention to duties that 
enabled them to seCUl'e this goodly heritage, is all im-' 
portallt fO/' us to observe and imitate in order to keep 
it frOID slipping away and vanishing from our reach. 

Like busy bees the pioneer people all over our coun
tp tried to improve every shining hour, and turn to 

some good account every opportunity in sight, no mat
ter how hard it may have seemed. It has been well 
said th~t those who look only for easy places, will 
finally round up in the hardest places and have no way 
to get out except by death. 

WILUAM EDMISTON. 

William Edmiston, in whoso memO/'y this biogl'aphic 
paper has been prepsl'ed, was one of the early settlers 
of the lower Levels. He seems to have been born 
and reartld in upper Greenbrier, near Falling Spring, 
and his ancestry came from Augusta County. His 
wife was Rebecca Walkup, from the Falling Spring 
vicinity, where there are families of the name now re
siding. She was a sister of the late John Walkup, of 
Falling Spring, a greatly respected citizen and exem
plary Christian man. One of her sisters was the wife 
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